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On Thursday, May 19, 2005, Cal Brand 
passed away in the City of Columbus, Indiana, 
an intimate community in my Congressional 
District and also my hometown. Hundreds of 
Hoosiers mourned his passing yesterday at 
the First Presbyterian Church where Cal was 
an elder, deacon, trustee and Sunday school 
teacher. 

Cal Brand founded, owned and operated 
Brand Inc. Lumber, a successful venture that 
led to appointments on the Indiana Lumber & 
Builders Supply Association, the Indiana Build-
ing Congress and the National Lumber and 
Building Materials Dealers Association. 

In his role as a member of the Columbus 
Area Chamber of Commerce, Cal received 
both the Community Service award and the 
Small Businessman of the Year award. He 
was also a member of various service organi-
zations including the Kiwanis Club and the Co-
lumbus Foundation for Youth. 

In his respected political life, Cal Brand car-
ried himself in a gentle manner, all while ad-
vising Hoosier Governors, U.S. Senators and 
President Ronald Reagan. He even served as 
an elected official on the Columbus City Coun-
cil in 1955 and in the Indiana House of Rep-
resentatives from 1966–1970. 

Cal Brand’s confidence and wisdom was 
outshone only by his gentle nature and hum-
ble attitude. He is the perfect example of a 
good businessman and citizen. The kind of 
person every community needs. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the City of Colum-
bus, I extend heartfelt sympathies to the family 
of Cal Brand, specifically his wife Betty, his 
daughter Joan of New Jersey; his sons the 
Rev. D. Calvert Brand of Martinsville and John 
S. Brand and Jesse R. Brand, both of Colum-
bus; and his seven grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

Living in Columbus, Indiana, means making 
a commitment to getting involved and improv-
ing the community in which you live. Cal 
Brand embodied that allegiance to his Colum-
bus. He will be deeply missed, and his gen-
erosity will never be forgotten.
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, most 
Americans probably don’t know that there are 
military men and women who serve their 
country right here in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives as liaisons between members of 
Congress and the Nation’s armed forces. 

These men and women have a critical role 
in helping Congress do its job, and today, 
while America is at war, the importance of 
their work is clearer than ever before. 

It is with great appreciation and sadness 
that I rise to thank one of our finest military li-
aisons, U.S. Marine Corps Major William 
McCollough, for his service to this institution 
and our country as he leaves Washington to 
join the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment as 
Executive Officer. 

During my time in Congress, I’ve had the 
opportunity to work with Major McCollough—
and I know that my colleagues who’ve worked 
with him will agree—that his leadership, pro-

fessionalism, and friendship have enabled us 
to better represent our districts. 

We will miss Major McCollough, but we wish 
him well in his new assignment.
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Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate President Chen Shui-ban and 
the people of Taiwan, as they celebrate the 
close of the 1st year of President Chen’s sec-
ond term in office. 

Taiwan and the United States share uni-
versal values of freedom, human rights, and 
democracy. Based on these common prin-
ciples, our two countries work together closely 
politically and economically. Taiwan is our 8th 
largest trading partner, and we are Taiwan’s 
largest trading partner. There are more than 
270 direct flights between the United States 
and Taiwan every week and more than twenty 
eight thousand Taiwanese students currently 
studying in the United States. We hope that 
this relationship will become even closer in the 
years ahead, as President Chen continues his 
leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, our colleagues here in the 
Congress have recently written a letter to Lee 
Jong-wook, Director General of the World 
Health Organization, asking him to support 
Taiwan’s bid for observer status in the World 
Health Assembly, the WHO’s governing body. 
Taiwan has a modern, world-class health care 
system and has lent its talent and resources 
to people in need throughout Asia and around 
the world. As such, Taiwan has much to con-
tribute to global health and deserves a place 
under the WHO umbrella, and it is important 
that they be given the opportunity to do so. 

President Chen continues to call for re-
sumption of dialogue between the PRC and 
Taiwan to ensure that any resolution of the 
‘‘Taiwan Question’’ is through peaceful means. 
He remains committed to promoting the estab-
lishment of a peaceful and stable mechanism 
for cross-strait relations, a goal that we here in 
the Congress certainly share with him. Main-
taining the status quo between the PRC and 
Taiwan is of paramount importance to the 
United States. 

Once again, I congratulate President Chen 
and his 23 million countrymen.
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the service and commitment of Mr. 
Graham Jackson. Mr. Jackson was recognized 
by the North Central Texas College/Small 
Business Development Center for his zealous 
business approach and his passionate entre-
preneurial spirit. 

In early 2000, while working in the class-
room support services department at the Uni-
versity of North Texas, Mr. Jackson recog-

nized there was a distinct need for an audio/
visual rental service in the Denton area. Elect-
ing his mother as his business partner and 
with some assistance from the Small Business 
Development Center, Jackson opened Audio 
Visual Solutions in August 2000. 

With clients such as Denton Presbyterian 
Hospital, the City Hall of Gainesville, and the 
Denton Civic Center, and with this year’s sales 
estimated to increase three-fold compared to 
2004, Jackson has established himself as a 
true business pioneer. 

In addition to Audio Visual Solutions, Mr. 
Jackson dedicates a considerable amount of 
time giving back to the Denton community by 
volunteering at the Denton Children’s Advo-
cacy Center and serving on the Board of the 
Denton Young Professionals organization. 

Despite several setbacks along the way, 
and the fact that over 80 percent of small 
businesses fail within five years, Mr. Jackson 
has relied on character and personal perse-
verance to become successful in his field. It is 
with great honor I stand here today to recog-
nize a man who not only is the epitome of the 
entrepreneurial spirit, but one who has de-
voted his time giving back to the community 
that has given him so much.
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor 
to rise before you today to pay tribute to a 
loyal friend and a tireless advocate for Amer-
ica’s workers, Mr. John Lukes, Sr. This Friday, 
members and friends of UAW Local 599 in 
Flint, Michigan, will honor the life and legacy 
of this great man, who died May 23 at the age 
of 82. 

It has been said that ‘‘death ends a life, not 
a relationship,’’ and this is certainly the case 
with those who have ever come into contact 
with John Lukes and have benefited from his 
influence. A longtime Flint resident, World War 
II veteran, and committed labor activist, John’s 
association with the UAW began October 6, 
1949. As a member of Local 599, John served 
as Alternate Committeeman from 1949 to 
1967, and worked as Editor of the Headlight 
newspaper from 1957–1964. John was elected 
Recording Secretary for the Local in 1967, a 
position he held until his retirement, and pro-
vided leadership and insight on the executive 
boards of the Veterans Committee, CAP Com-
mittee, and the Health & Safety Committee. 
On a national level, John operated as National 
Publicity Chair for the UAW’s 30 & Out Com-
mittee. In 1977, John was honored with the 
Walter P. Reuther Distinguished Service 
Award. 

Upon his retirement from General Motors in 
1992, after 43 years, John continued to work 
on behalf of his peers through the Local’s Re-
tiree chapter, where he served as chairman 
until 2003. He was also found at the forefront 
of many community projects. 

Mr. Speaker, John Lukes, Sr. was not just 
a constituent, but also a very good friend. It is 
with a heavy heart that I stand before you 
today, however it is also with great pride that 
I do so. It is people like John, who make it 
their life’s work to improve the quality and dig-
nity of life for us all, that continue to inspire us 
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